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      Changes Required to Council’s Standing Orders in Consequence of 
COVID-19 

 
This appendix to Section 7 of the Constitution serves to identify the changes required 
in relation to public participation in meetings, in consequence of The Local 
Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority 
Police and Crime Panel Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 2020 No.392 
(‘the Regulations’). 
 
 
 Remote Attendance by Members of the Public  
  
(a) A member of the public entitled to attend the meeting in order to exercise a right 
to speak at the meeting is in remote attendance at any time if all three of the 
following conditions are satisfied, those conditions being that the member of the 
public in remote attendance is able at that time:  
  
(i) to hear, and where practicable see, and be so heard and, where practicable, be 
seen by, Members in attendance;  
  
(ii) to hear, and where practicable see, and be so heard and, where practicable, be 
seen by, any other members of the public entitled to attend the meeting in order to 
exercise a right to speak at the meeting; and  
 
(iii) to be so heard and, where practicable, be seen by any other members of the 
public attending the meeting.  
  
(b) A member of the public in remote attendance will be deemed to have left the 
meeting where, at any point in time during the meeting, any of the conditions for 
remote attendance contained in Standing Order 4A(a) above are not met. In such 
circumstance the Chair may, as he or she deems appropriate:  
  
(i) adjourn the meeting for a short period to permit the conditions for remote 
attendance contained in Standing Order 4A(a) above to be re-established;  
  
(ii) suspend consideration of the item of business in relation to the member of 
public’s attendance until such time as a following item of business on the agenda 
has been transacted and the conditions for the member of the public’s remote 
attendance have been re-established or, on confirmation that this cannot be done, 
before the end of the meeting, whichever is the earliest; or  
  
(iii) continue to transact the remaining business of the meeting in the absence of the 
member of the public in remote attendance.  
  
Amends any scheme for public participation in respect of planning, licensing and 
other committees  
 
 


